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Upcoming Concerts 
 

 

Spring Concert                                                                                           
featuring our two Young Artist Competition Winners for 2019 

Sebastian Palmer, euphonium (Elgin HS) 

Naomi Wharry, trombone (Idabel HS) 

 Thursday, April 25, 2019 at 7:30pm                                                        
Santa Fe High School Auditorium                                                            

1901 W 15th St                                                                                          
Edmond, OK 73013 

 

Oklahoma City Symphonic Band                                                                  
& Oklahoma Community Orchestra Combined Concert                        

Sunday, May 19, 2019 at 6:00pm                                                               
Eagle’s Nest Gym in the Payne Athletic Center                                       

Oklahoma Christian University                                                             
2501 E Memorial Rd                                                                               
Edmond, OK 73013 

 

 

YouTube                                                         
Want to see and hear more of the                                                                
Oklahoma City Symphonic Band? 

Please drop by our YouTube channel for concert videos.                          
Go to www.youtube.com and search for                                                        

Oklahoma City Symphonic Band. 

 

New videos are added regularly so if you like what you see,                                         
please subscribe to the channel and you'll be notified when                                                                  

new videos are available. 
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Dr. Mark G. Belcik is the Associate Dean of the Wanda 
L Bass School of Music at Oklahoma City University, a 
position he has held since 2001. He holds degrees in 
Music Education from The University of Michigan, a 
Master’s in Horn Performance from The University of 
Oklahoma and the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in 
Instrumental Conducting from The University of Texas 
at Austin. Dr. Belcik’ s teaching experiences include 
appointments at the University of Texas at Austin, 
where he was the Associate Director of the Longhorn 
Band, the University of New Mexico, Valdosta State 
University, Bear Creek High School (CO) and Ardmore 
High School (OK). His high school bands have earned 

national recognition and won sweepstakes awards in Oklahoma and Colorado. 
Dr. Belcik is an active clinician, judge and guest conductor.  He has conducted All 
State and Honor Bands in several states and has presented clinics at State, Re-
gional and National Conventions.  He currently serves as the Principal Conductor 
and Music Director of the Oklahoma City Symphonic Band, and is past President 
of the Oklahoma Association of Music Schools. He is on the board of the Oklaho-
ma Youth Orchestra and Oklahoma Concert Band Foundation. 

 

 

Dr. Matthew Mailman is Professor of 
Conducting in the Wanda L. Bass School 
of Music at Oklahoma City University, a 
position he has held since 1995. Dr. Mail-
man has had extensive and diverse ex-
perience conducting operas, musicals, 
orchestras, choirs, bands, and chamber 
music. He serves as a Music Director for 
the Oklahoma Opera and Music Theater 
Company and Music Director of OCU's 
award-winning Wind Philharmonic. Dr. 
Mailman has been an associate conduc-
tor with the Oklahoma Youth Orches-
tras, Inc. since 1997, and is the Music Di-
rector of the Oklahoma Youth Winds, 

which was founded by Dr. Mailman in 2004 and which was selected to perform 
for the first time at the 2013 Oklahoma Music Educators Association Annual In-
service and again in 2015 and 2017. With OYW, he founded the Annual Student 
Conductor Competition, the OYW National Composition Competition, and the 
OYW/ NAfME Teaching Internship. His work has been published in The Instru-
mentalist and Teaching Music, and he is a research associate and writer for 9 
volumes in the series Teaching Music Through Performance in Band.  

 



 

 

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, 
and performer. He holds a bachelor’s degree in music from James Madison Uni-
versity and a master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compo-
sitions have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international 
level. His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups 
ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Balti-
more Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami 
Wind Ensemble, Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Bal-
mages received the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American 
School Band Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phil-
lips Award for Compositional Excellence, presented by the International Tuba-
Euphonium Association. 

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements with numerous all-state and 
regional honor bands and orchestras along with university and professional 
groups. Notable guest conducting appearances have included the Midwest Clinic, 
Western International Band Clinic, National Association for Music Educators, 
American School Band Directors Association, CBDNA, the Kennedy Center, and 
Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. He has also served as an adjunct professor of instru-
mental conducting and Acting Symphonic Band Director at Towson University in 
Maryland. 

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Director of Instrumental Publications for The FJH 
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his 
wife Lisa and their two sons. 

Visit our website at www.okcband.org for more information about                                
the Oklahoma City Symphonic Band. 

  

 

 

 

 

Westbrook Design & Landscape Co. 
- designing landscapes with the environment in mind  

- using the right plant in the right place 
 

Robert and Aaron Westbrook 

westbrooklandscaping@gmail.com 
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The Oklahoma City Symphonic Band and the Oklahoma Concert 
Band Foundation would like to thank the following individuals and 

businesses, whose financial contributions help support our band.  

Season Sponsor 

Tom and Fran Ayres                                                                                                           
Cherokee Hills Baptist Church                                                                                                

City of Blanchard                                                                                                            
Northwest Oklahoma City Rotary                                                                                               

Sponsor 

Oklahoma Arts Council                                                                                                        
Drew Hoelscher, The Expressway Clinic & the Oklahoma ER & Hospital                                                           

Medtronic                                                                                                                    
Richard and Catherine Birchall                                                                                               

David Purcer, in memory of Phyllis Purcer                                                                                    
The Garage—Britton, LLC 

Benefactor 

Audell Hughes                                                                                                                
Alfred and Sherry Di Jorio                                                                                                   

Londell McKinney Photography                                                                                                 
Phillip & Kathryn Rattan                                                                                                     

Beki Ervin, Pampered Chef 

Patron 

Oklahoma City Veterans                                                                                                       
Lois Ann Rhodes                                                                                                              

Charles & Phyllis Smith                                                                                                      
Cris and Melody Garza, Oklahoma Youth Orchestra                                                                              

Robert Westbrook, Westbrook Design & Landscape Co.                                                                           
Sue Mouser, in honor of her mother, Vera F. Hodge Mouser                                                                     

Charles Womack 

Associate 

Shrag Animal Clinic                                                                                                          
Donna Kornbaum                                                                                                               

Glenda Gatz, Premier Designs                                                                                                 
Deborah Walls                                                                                                                

Louis Hemphill, Metro-Plex Insurance                                                                                            
Paul Kregger                                                                                                                 

Mike Forcina, Liberty Mutual                                                                                                 
Larry Taylor, Berkshire Hathoway                                                                                             

J’Nevlyne Schrock 

Friend 

Joy Ervin                                                                                                                    
Marlene Van Zant Helsel                                                                                                      

Mary Hughes                                                                                                                  
Mona Mae Waymire                                                                                                             
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PROGRAM NOTES 

Infinite Hope (2018) Commissioned in honor of the 70th Anniversary of the Texas 
Bandmasters Association and was premiered by the U.S. Coast Guard Band at 
the TBA Convention in San Antonio.  Composer Brian Balmages explains, 
“Inspired by the juxtaposition of uncertainly and boundless optimism, this pow-
erful piece seeks to forge a path of faith, trust, belief, and assurance amidst a 
world of chaos.  It reminds us that hopes and dreams are all around us.”   The 
Adagio opening gives way to the Brass announcement of pure power and glory. 
The title comes from  Martin Luther King, Jr.’s statement in his famous “I Have a 
Dream” speech 55 years ago in Washington, D.C., “We must accept finite disap-
pointment but never lose infinite hope!” Rightly so,  the Chimes represent church 
bells peeling out a cacophony of bright, glorious sound as a glorious finale. 

Silence Overwhelmed (2010)   Composer Brian Balmages has created  this beau-
tiful, lyrical piece that projects complex harmonies and textures for concert wind 
ensembles.  Expression and emotion contrast throughout with tranquil moments 
and massive power.  Silence can be extremely musical and somewhat over-
whelming. The stately opening   movement   featuring a trumpet solo introduces 
the second movement based on an unpublished choral work.  From the softest 
and darkest of sounds to the most powerful, soaring lines this work provides an 
emotional journey for the band and audience.  

Three Celtic Dances (2008)  Commissioned  by and dedicated to James Fugate 
and the Berea (OH) High School Symphonic Winds.  Composer Brian Balmages 
has based this work on three different Scottish dance forms.  His music explores a 
wide variety of Celtic folk songs, using authentic and original material.  Move-
ment I-“Reel” is based on the traditional fiddle tune “Last Pint of Ale”.  The pic-
colo solo introduces the main theme, the oboe repeats the motif, followed by the 
saxophones. The full band enters to complete the romp. Movement II-“Air” is a 
slow, lyrical melody based on the lament or listening tune “Well I Behold My 
Brown-Hair’d Maid” featuring Scottish rhythms. The solo saxophone  carries the 
plaintive motif. The ensemble answers in this short piece.   The final movement III
-“Jig” is loosely based on the “Highlander Jig” using the most recognized Celtic 
dance form.  The Reel and Jig celebrate the energy, and cheery dance melodies 
incorporating “thundering percussion.”  Balmages has created this rollicking 
piece for concert wind band performance.     

Raging Machines (2008)  Commissioned by Glenbard West High School (IL), for 
its music director Mark A Hengesh honoring his 30 years of dedication to music 
education.   Composer Brian Balmages’s Notes  say it best:  “While written with-
out a specific programmatic intent, “Raging Machines” is an aggressive work 
with a mechanical element to it (as portrayed in the opening ostinato figures in 
the woodwinds and percussion).  It is a thrilling musical roller coaster that seeks 
to portray its title.  The opening theme recurs throughout the work with various 
accompanying textures as it modulates through several tonal centers.  Eventual-
ly, the music comes to rest in a short lyrical section. As this section builds, harmo-
nies become more complex and musical intensity continues to rise.  The final 
section reintroduces several mechanical elements along with new material as 
aggression takes over one more time in a fury of sound.”  This piece provides the 
percussionists a chance to use all of the traditional drums and mallets, plus adds 
a truck Brake Drum and Water Gong to enhance the mechanical elements.”  
Hold on for the ride of a lifetime with this thrilling musical roller coaster! 

Program Notes by Sonie Liebler 



 

 

Partnership Concert                                                                            
featuring                                                                                                   

Mr. Brian Balmages, guest composer & conductor 
Tuesday, March 5, 2019 at 7:30pm 

 

Oklahoma Youth Winds 

Dr. Matthew Mailman, Conductor 

Ms. Sarah Neely, Associate Conductor 

 

Gravity Wave (2010)                                                 Brian Balmages 

Waves (2007)                                        Brian Balmages  

Summer Dances (2009)                                                 Brian Balmages  

Primal Dances (2018)                  Brian Balmages 
         

Oklahoma City Symphonic Band  

Dr. Mark G. Belcik, Conductor 

 

Infinite Hope (2018)                                       Brian Balmages  

Silence Overwhelmed (2010)                                                              Brian Balmages  

Three Celtic Dances (2008)                                                                    Brian Balmages       
 I. Reel                                                                                                                            
 II. Air                                                                                                                                                
 III. Jig 

Raging Machines (2008)                              Brian Balmages 

  

 

Become an individual or a corporate sponsor of the 
Oklahoma Concert Band Foundation, Inc.  

The Oklahoma City Symphonic Band is an all volunteer band. 
While there is no charge for concerts we welcome support. Finan-
cial support for the band goes toward promoting concert band 
music in the Oklahoma City metro area, audience development, 
guest artists, personnel costs, concert venues, equipment and host-
ing our annual Young Artist Competition.   

Corporate sponsors will have their business information listed on 
our website and your ad will be printed in all concert programs 
throughout the concert series.  Individual sponsors will be listed as 
contributors in the programs.   

We appreciate all donations and any level of sponsorship.  

For information about sponsoring or making a donation, visit our 
website at  www.okcband.org or call 405-550-1529.   

You may also make a tax deductible contribution at any level by 
mailing a check payable to the Oklahoma Concert Band Founda-
tion to this address: 

Oklahoma Concert Band Foundation, Inc. 
PO Box 721406 

Oklahoma City, OK 73172-1406 
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Piccolo 

DeLee Francis *   

Glenda Gatz * 

Flute 

Ivy Douglas  

DeLee Francis *                         

Wendy Fruendt                       

Glenda Gatz *                           

Lauren Hampton *      

Brenda Hansel 

Sonie Liebler 

Vicki Repetto 

Courtney Roark * 

Barbara Roewe 

Cathy Voorhies 

Oboe 

Erin Dowding 

Ned Hughes 

Natalie Statton 

Clarinet 

Catherine Birchall 

Warren Cadwell * 

Carlos Castro 

Nancy DeGraff 

Sherry Di Jorio * 

Cyndi Gustafson 

Sharon Kieklak  

K. Fred Landefeld 

Chelsea Madden 

Leisa Mayberry  

David Purcer 

Kathy Rattan 

Sara Roark 

 

 

Bass Clarinet 

Frances Ayres 

Tom Ayres  

Erin Haley 

Deborah Walls 

Bassoon 

Joan Baird 

Melody Garza 

Kathryn McKinney * 

Robert Smith 

Alto Saxophone 

Ed Cantrell 

Beki Ervin * 

Drew Hoelscher 

Tenor Saxophone 

Faye Sullivan 

Robert Westbrook * 

Baritone Saxophone 

Jim McGee  

Trumpet 

Mike Banowetz 

Derek Childers 

Gary Childers 

Henry Dolive 

Mike Ford 

Dennis Jamison 

Evelyn Talbot 

Larry Taylor 

Kendall Wahpepah 

French Horn 

Jan Bost * 

Mary Ellen Davis 

Louann Dillard 

Charles Hattendorf 

Jenny Beth Jones 

Mike Luther 

Lacy Rice 

Shari Rigney 

Rick Spence 

Trombone 

Chris Ashmore 

Tom Cortes 

Cliff Francis 

Louis Hemphill 

Miles Madden 

Aaron Mitchum 

Todd Murphy 

Jody Smith 

Alex Templin 

Euphonium 

Dennis Beringer  

Richard Moore 

Dave Rosbach 

Phyllis Smith  

Tuba 

Jamee Hale 

Darby Ralls 

Robbie Rattan 

Jim Sawyer 

Will Bishop 

Percussion 

Curtis Dew 

Mike Forcina 

Karl Kirch 

Emma Roper 

Karl Washburn 

Audrey Weaver 

Enid Weldon 

 

Oklahoma City Symphonic Band 



 

 

About the Band... 
The Oklahoma City Symphonic Band’s mission is to provide a challenging 
and enriching musical experience for its members, to offer quality concerts for 
the community, and to inspire future generations of musicians.  

The Oklahoma City Symphonic Band is comprised of approximately one 
hundred professional and amateur musicians.  This historic band has per-
formed in the Oklahoma City area for decades.  The members are a cross-
section of the community made up of all different professions.  They are mu-
sicians who find that the band gives them a chance to grow musically.   

Rehearsals are held every Tuesday evening throughout the year with the 
exception of May and August.  The Oklahoma City Symphonic Band per-
forms several concerts at a variety of venues including high schools, universi-
ties, churches and area parks and has hosted several talented composers as 
guest clinicians over the years, including Patrick Sheridan in 2014, Dr. Frank 
Ticheli in 2008, Dr. Jack Stamp in 2006 and Dr. John Zdechlik in 2003.  The 
organization hosts an annual Young Artist Competition for high school stu-
dents.  The students compete by audition for the opportunity to perform with 
the band and to win a cash prize.   

Members volunteer for many positions in the band and on the board of di-
rectors for the Foundation to help make the rehearsals and concerts the best 
experience possible.  Oklahoma City Symphonic Band members have found 
gratification in having the band as an outlet to perform as well as to develop 
camaraderie with their peers.  It is the perfect example of an opportunity for 
a lifelong continuing education in music.   

We welcome new members.  Due to the success and growth of our band, we 
have limits on instrumentation in each section but if a section is full, we will 
place your name on a waiting list.  Our summer season is open to everyone. 

The Oklahoma City Symphonic Band is sponsored by the Oklahoma Concert 
Band Foundation, whose purpose is to engage in the promotion, apprecia-
tion and support of concert band music throughout the State of Oklahoma.   

 

 

 

 

 

A very special thank you from everyone in the                           
Oklahoma City Symphonic Band to                                                  

Oklahoma City University for hosting this concert.                    

Thank you for promoting band music in our community!                   

  

 

Jan Ashmore DVM                                                                          

James Flinchbaugh DVM 

Schrag Animal Clinic Inc. 
 

8000 S Pennsylvania Ave                                                       

Oklahoma City, OK 73159                                                      

Voice 405-681-0829 Fax 405-680-9424                    

schraganimalclinic@sbcglobal.net  
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